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Preston  New  Road, 

Blackburn, 

30tli  April,  1018. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blackburn  Rural 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  iiresenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1918,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  fifteen 
Townships  comprising  the  Blackburn  Rural  iSanitary  District. 

The  population  of  the  District  according  to  the  census  of  1911  is  9,435,  a 
total  which  includes  the  inmates  of  the  two  Institutions  of  the  District — the 
Choiiton  and  Manchester  Joint  Epileptic  Colonj’  with  405  inmates,  and  th& 
Lancashire  Inebriates’  Reformatory  with  301  inmates.  Hitherto,  the  population 
upon  which  the  birth  and  death  rates  have  been  calculated  has  been  the  census 
population,  including  or  excluding  the  Institutional  population  according  to 
whether  a gross  or  net  rate  was  required.  On  account  of  the  war,  men  of 
military  age  were  removed  from  their  usual  place  of  residence,  and  in  addition,, 
the  adult  population  has  largely  migrated  from  its  original  area.  With  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  in  November  it  became  impossible  to  approximately 
estimate  the  population  for  a basis  of  calculation. 

For  the  period  under  review  the  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the- 
liopnlation  of  the  District  as  8,616  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth-rate,  and 
7,690  for  the  calculation  of  the  death  rate.  These  figures  do  not  include  th& 
Institutions. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  20,150  acres,  and  I estimate  there  are  approxi- 
mately 2,188  occupied  houses,  giving  an  average  of  3'7  inhabitants  to  each 
inhabited  house.  The  District  is  a scattered  one,  the  population  mainly  devoted 
to  farming,  but  some  Townships  form  residential  suburbs  of  the  County  Borough 
of  Blackburn,  while  in  four  of  the  Townships  there  are  one  or  more  Cotton 
Mills  affording  employment  to  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

'I'he  statistics  for  1 918  are  not  ((uite  so  favourable  as  those  of  1917.  The- 
birth-rate  is  2‘8  lower  than  that  of  1917,  and  the  death-rate  is  0'5  higher. 

Statistical  Returns  have  been  received  fr;  m the  Registrar  Goneral. 

In  the  District  the  total  births  numbered  106  (56  males  and  50  females) 
and  the  birth-rate  was  ]2’3  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 

15  I for  1917,  whilst  the  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  177. 

The  deaths  numbered  128  (70  males  and  58  females)  giving  a death-rate  of 

16  (i  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  16T  in  1917.  The  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  17’6. 

'The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  15  (1 1 males  and  4 females) 
giving  the  rate  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  as  141  ])er  l,00O  births. 


In  1917  there  were  8 similar  deaths  with  a rate  of  61.  The  infantile  death-rate 
for  England  and  ^^"ales  is  97. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  District  were — Enteric  Fever,  1 ; Diphtheria  and 
Croup,  1 ; Influenza,  19  ; Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  6 ; Tuberculous  Meningitis, 
1 ; other  Tubercular  Diseases,  1 ; Cancer  (malignant  disease),  14 ; Rheumatic 
Fever,  1 ; Meningitis,  1 ; Organic  Heart  Disease,  16  ; Bronchitis,  5 ; Pneumonia 
(all  forms),  15  ; Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  1 ; Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease, 
5 ; Congenital  Debility,  9 ; Violence,  2 ; Suicide,  1 ; other  defined  diseases,  29. 

The  following  statistics  relative  to  the  District  are  given  per  1,000  of 


population — 

Birth- 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Kate  of  deaths 
under 

1 year  to 
1,000  births 

1918  

..  12'3 

...  16-6 

...  0-39  . 

..  0-78 

141 

1917  

..  151 

...  16-1 

...  Nil 

..  0-91 

61 

Mean  of  10  years — 1908-1917... 
Increase  or  Decrea.se  in  1918  on 

...  19-2 

...  13-4 

...  0-64  . 

..  0-65 

88 

previous  year.. 

. 2-8 

...  0-3 

...  0-39  . 

..  0-13 

80' 

Ten  Year’s  .Average  ... 

. 6-9 

...  3-2 

...  0-25  . 

..  013 

...  53 

125  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 

notified 

during  the  year. 

Of  these, 

104  were  IMeasles  ; 6 Scarlet  Fever  ; 2 Diphtheria  ; 1 Erysipelas  ; 3 Typhoid 
Fever,  and  9 Tuberculosis  ; distributed  amongst  the  Townships  as  follows — 

In  Billington — Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Typhoid  Fever,  2. 

In  Wilpshire — Measles  4. 

In  Witton — Measles,  1. 

In  Livesey — Measles,  76  ; Diphtheria,  1. 

In  Ramsgreave — Typhoid  Fever,  1. 

In  Salesbury — Measles,  8. 

In  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank — Measles,  2. 

In  Clayton-le-Dale — Measles,  4. 

In  Tock  holes — Scarlet  Fever,  1. 

In  Pleasington — Measles,  7. 

In  Mellor — Measles,  2 ; Scarlet  Fever,  4 ; Erysipelas,  I. 

Included  in  the  above  total  are  9 cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  were  notified 
to  me  during  the  year  on  Form  A.  Seven  were  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
two  w’ere  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  Every  case  has  been  visited  and  pre- 
cautionary advice  and  instructions  given  with  a view'  to  preventing  the  spread 
■of  the  disease,  and  for  removing  conditions  favo\irable  to  infection. 

Tlie  increased  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  is  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  outbreak  of  Measles  in  Livesey. 

Three  cases  of  .Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  removed 
to  Isolation  Hospital — the  latter  case  being  a soldier  who  arrived  home  from  a 
Military  Camp  the  day  previous  to  notification,  and  w^as  at  once  removed  to 
Whalley  Military  Hospital. 

The  School  Closure  w^as  adopted  on  19  occasions,  mainly  on  account  of 
measles  and  intluenza. 


Nothing  has  been  done  as  regards  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  District,  as  no  arrangements  have  been  come  to  with  any  neighbouring 
District  for  a Joint  Hospital.  Cases  are  received,  by  arrangement,  at  times, 
into  the  Blackburn  Borough  Fever  Hospital  ; the  Chorley  Joint  Fever  Hosi^ital; 
and  the  Withnell  Fever  Hospital. 

There  are  10  factories  and  4 workshops  on  the  register.  21  visits  were 
paid  to  these  places  and  the  sanitary  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

I have  visited  periodically  and  systematically  the  Avhole  of  the  District. 

The  various  sewage  disposal  Avorks  in  the  District  have  been  under  my 
observation  and  have  worked  satisfactorily.  In  Billington  there  are  open  septic 
tanks,  bacteria  beds,  and  land  filtration.  In  Wilpshire — open  tanks,  settlement 
tanks  and  filtration  areas.  In  Mellor  Brook  there  are  closed  septic  tanks  and 
single  contact  filters.  Jilellor,  Eccleshill,  Pleasington,  and  Livesey  have  tanks 
and  land  irrigation. 

I have  examined  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  ToAvnships.  Mellor 
Brook  is  supplied  from  the  Manchester  Corporation  mains.  Other  parts  of  the 
District  are  supplied  from  the  Blackburn  Corpoi’ation  mains,  Avhile  still  other 
parts  derive  the  supply  from  private  reservoirs  and  Avells. 

Six  samples  of  Avater  Avere  obtained  from  various  sources  of  the  supply  of 
one  district — five  of  these  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for  chemical 
analysis. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  Avere  not  satisfactory  and  the  matter  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  Council. 

142  farms  in  the  District  are  registered  as  being  occupied  by  coAv-keepers 
and  purveyoi's  of  milk.  420  visits  were  paid  to  these  places.  There  are  no 
retailers  of  milk  in  the  District  Avith  the  exception  of  these. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  causing  daiiy-cows  to  be  examined  for  tuber- 
culosis. 

The  slaughter-houses  licensed  in  the  District  have  been  visited  and  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  state.  The  premises  of  butchers  and  fishmongers  in  the 
District  have  been  periodically  visited  and  inspected. 

In  the  I’oAAmships  of  liivesey  and  Ramsgreave,  scavenging  is  done  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  by  contract.  In  the  remainder  of  the  District  it  is  done 
by  OAvners  and  occupiers  of  the  houses.  Scavenging  and  the  removal  of  house 
refuse  at  Billington  and  Wilpshire  are  not  altogether  satisfactory. 

The  AA^ork  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  includes  the  folloAving — Visits  and 
re-visits  to  houses,  4(11  ; Notices  and  letters  served,  176  ; Slaughter-hoiAse 
inspections,  50  ; CoAvshed  insi^ections,  420 ; Houses  disinfected  (including 
schools),  10  ; Drains  tested,  21  ; Visits  to  infected  houses,  142  ; Visits  to  refuse 
tip,  65. 


The  nuisances  discovered  were  of  a varied  nature.  In  many  instances 
A'erbal  intimation  was  only  necessary  to  i^rociire  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance, 
but  in  cases  where  the  nuisances  arose  from  structutal  defects,  &c.,  or  from  the 
absence  of  sanitary  appliances,  the  usual  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners. 
Amongst  the  nuisances  abated  are  the  following — Absence  of  ashes  receptacles, 
17  ; Dirty  houses  to  cleanse,  12  ; Dirty  cellars  to  cleanse,  1 ; Dirty  yards  to 
cleanse,  18  ; Defective  excreta  pails,  21 ; Absence  of  excreta  pails,  16  ; I.eaky 
drains,  19  ; Stopped-up  drains,  22  ; Defective  waste  water  closets,  2 ; Defective 
slop  pipes,  12  ; Defective  roofs,  3 ; Damp  gable  ends,  2 ; Accumulation  of 
house  refuse,  28  ; Privies  converted  into  pails,  3. 

Strict  observation  has  been  kept  on  the  butchers  and  fishmongers  in  the 
District  with  a view  of  preventing  any  unsound  food  being  offered  for  sale 

14  smoke  observations  have  been  taken  and  there  has  been  no  occasion  for 
complaint. 

4 inspections  of  travelling  vans  for  human  habitation  w^ere  made.  No 
overcrowding  cases  wei'e  met  wdth  and  the  vans  were  in  a very  clean  condition. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  Of)  visits  have  been  paid  to  infected 
houses  and  each  case  thoroughly  investigated.  Printed  instructions  were  left 
at  each  hoixse  as  to  the  best  treatment  for  the  particular  disease  Disinfectants 
are  supplied  free  of  charge  and  on  the  recovery  of  the  patients,  clothes, 
bedding,  Ac.,  are  fumigated.  In  cases  of  school  children  infected,  the  School 
Authorities  are  informed  and  instructions  given  to  keep  all  contacts  fif  any) 
away  from  school  until  the  medical  attendant  certifies  the  house  to  be  free  from 
infection. 

During  the  latter  portion  of  the  year,  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  raged 
throughoixt  the  country.  A special  leaflet  was  issued  to  each  household  in  the 
District  recommending  precautions  to  be  taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  tlie  disease  and  every  facility  offered  to  combat  the  outbreak. 

4'he  standard  of  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  District  has  been  well 
maintained  during  the  war,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  conditions.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  advantage  wdll  be  taken  by  owners  of  proixerty  and  residents,  where- 
ever  possible,  to  still  further  improve  conditions  in  their  own  surroundings. 

The  question  of  the  Public  Health,  so  vitally  important  at  the  present  time, 
rests  largely  upon  individual  effort,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  these  efforts  will 
tend  to  relieve  those  wdio  are  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  of  much 
anxiety. 

1 remain, 

Mr.  C'hairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  R.  POLLARD, 

iledical  Officer  of  Health. 


